DEVADASIS  AND PROSTITUTES

freely acknowledges that devadasis exist 'in the parts
of India which Miss Mayo mentions.'1 But to him
their life is not abhorrent, and for what is, to his way ,
of thinking, a perfectly good reason :

In India, the prostitutes form a class by them-
selves. It is untrue to say that they belong to re4
spectable families of rank and position. The
mother of a prostitute was a prostitute once. The
daughter becomes a prostitute. . . . The idea of
allowing the young girls of the prostitute class to
grow in the atmosphere of the temples is to instil
into them some religion, some fear of God, so that
when they come of age they may not indulge in
promiscuity, but be the mistress of one man. The
prostitutes of India are, therefore, one of the most
god-fearing and loyal class of mistresses known to
that unfortunate profession.2

Accepting Mr. Ranga Iyer's standard as faithful
to his religion, accepting his explanation, therefore,
as sincere, we find nevertheless that in his major state-
ment he is misleading us. Only daughters of pros-
titutes, he would have us believe, are recruited to the
devadasi ranks. But turning to our former and un-
challengeable authority, we find her addressing her
fellow Hindus in the Madras Legislature in these
words:

It is a well-known fact that the devadasis are
recruited from various castes among the Hindus
having different names in different districts and

1 Father India, C, S. Ranga Iyer, p. 51.

2 Ibid,, pp. 51-52.
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